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more severe, and often localized to the left parietal region. She fre¬ 
quently had attacks of vomiting without any gastric disturbance, and 
occasionally, involuntary micturition and defecation. She began to ema¬ 
ciate very rapidly, had attacks of fainting, and finally developed paresis of 
the facial nerve, the right hand, and right leg, with diminution of sensa¬ 
tion in the whole right side of the body. There was also ataxia of motion 
in the right hand; tenderness to percussion over the left parietal bone, and 
choked discs. Yon Monakow made a diagnosis of tumor of the centrum 
ovale of the left parietal lobe. Her condition grew steadily worse, and 
she finally 'became comatose and died. At the autopsy the left hemi¬ 
sphere was enlarged, and a tumor was found in the left lateral ventricle, 
adherent to the corpus callosum, and the septum lucidum, but hanging 
freely in the cavity of the ventricle. The greatest diameters were, trans¬ 
versely, 6.5 cm., and vertically, 5.5 cm. The tumor consisted of small 
round cells, and was very rich in blood vessels. The glia staining in the 
tumor substance was negative. Hunziker gives a summary of the cases 
of intra-ventricular tumors hitherto described. He assumes that his own 
case is probably gliomatous in nature, although the absence of neuroglia 
fibers makes it impossible to exclude an outgrowth from the connective 
tissue of the blood vessels. He notes that many of the tumors reported 
in the literature showed various intermediary stages between glioma 
and sarcoma. 

4. Organic Nervous Diseases Combined with Hysteria. —Huttenbach 
reports three cases of organic nervous disease, associated with hysteria, 
with the following diagnoses. The first case had organic paralysis of the 
right axillary nerve, association with traumatic hysteria, both conditions 
apparently following the same injury. The second case, a man of 33, 
had sciatica on the right side, in addition to hysteria, probably developed 
on a neuropathic basis. The third case, a man of 51, had a severe injury 
followed by hematemesis. There was also a fine tremor of the left side 
of the body, immediately after the fall. This disappeared, but a month 
later recurred when the patient yawned violently. The arm then became 
paretic; there was weakness of the left leg; the speech became monotonous, 
and festination occurred. The right side was not involved. The patient 
had also propulsion and retropulsion; both hands were in the position of 
writing, and the expression was mask-like. There was also muscular 
rigidity, and unilateral disturbance of sensation, involving the mucous 
membranes. 

5. Progressive Muscular Dystrophy. —Schlippe reports two cases of 
progressive muscular dystrophy, in brothers, who, in addition to the very 
considerable atrophy of the muscles, showed marked atrophic changes in 
the skeleton, particularly in the shoulder-girdle and arms. In the first case 
there were marked contractures of the feet. 

J. Sailer (Philadelphia). 

Allgemeine Zeitschrift fur Psychiatrie 

(Vol. LXIV. Heft 1. 1907.) 

1. Studies of Heredity in Mental Disease. Tigges. 

2. Classification of Psychoses, particularly the Periodic Forms. F. Geist. 

3. Contribution to Knowledge of Pseudologia Phantastica. Anna Stem- 

MERMANN. 

4. Depressive Psychical States due to Political Events. J. S. Hermann 
5 Discharge of Insane Criminals from Asylums. Von Kunowsky. 
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1. Heredity in Mental Disease. —A statistical study, based upon the 
reports of a number of German and Swiss asylums, which does not 
readily lend itself to abstraction. 

2. Classification of Periodic Psychoses. —The difficulties which still 
prevent a scientific classification of mental diseases, upon either a clinical 
or a pathological basis are considered, but the author can suggest no way 
of surmounting them at present. The one thing which forces itself upon 
us is the polymorphism of psychoses in point of view of symptoms. This 
stands in the way of a purely symptomatic classification, while in the 
domain of pathology we are still too much in the dark to use this as a 
basis. The author can suggest no better course than to utilize all the 
information which we can gather as to the mode of development, course 
and outcome of psychoses as criteria, a course which has long been urged 
by the Kraepelin school. He gives some histories which illustrate the 
difficulties of classifying certain psychoses showing a periodical course 
and suggests that we might do well to recognize a paranoid and a kata- 
tonic form of periodical insanity. Since so many cases of acute insanity 
show a complex picture in which symptoms of mania, of melancholia and 
of amentia are combined along with various hallucinations and illusions, 
he suggests that it might be well to group all these acute and presumably 
curable cases under the head of “acute simple psychoses.” To regard a 
conception of secondary dementia as entirely out of date is he thinks to 
go rather too far, since there are undoubtedly cases which, while showing 
many symptoms in common with the acute simple psychoses, nevertheless 
run a chronic course for years without proceeding to dementia. For these 
he would suggest the name “ chronic simple psychoses.” 

3. Pseudologia phantastica.— The histories of five cases which the 
authoress thinks typical examples of the pathological liar. In most of 
them there was apparently hereditary defect, if not so marked in the 
mental, at least in the moral sphere, she lays great stress upon the occur¬ 
rence in these people of attacks characterized by headache and disturbed 
mental condition, at the end of which the patients seem confused as if in 
a “ hypnoid ” state. It is during such periods she thinks that persons 
already predisposed to lying bring out the phantastic tales which are 
characteristic of “ pseudologia phantastica.” 

4. Depressive Psychical Disturbances due to Political Events.— Several 
Russian authors have put on record cases of insanity which seem to 
have arisen both in soldiers and civilians in connection with the Japanese 
war, and the unsettled political conditions in Russia. Soukhanow has 
divided the cases which he has observed in the soldiers into the following 
forms: (1) Depressive hypochondriac, (2) depressive amentic, (3) de¬ 
pressive stuporous, and (4) depressive paranoiac. The author—director 
of the Orel Asylum—gives the histories of seven cases, all from the 
working class, which he has observed at his institution. All were charac¬ 
terized by sudden outbreak, depressive anxious affect, hallucinations and 
illusions. In all cases sudden fright, in the course of one of the pre¬ 
vailing disturbances immediately preceded the outbreak of the mental symp¬ 
toms. The author summarizes as follows: (1) The mental disturbance 
followed immediately upon the psychical trauma; (2) In all the patients 
there was observed extreme anxiety accompanied by ideas of threatening 
danger and of unavoidable destruction; (3) The delusional ideas were 
unsystematized and were directed toward no special person, the patient 
having rather a dread of danger from every side; (4) In all the patients 
there was mental anxiety and in the majority also optic and auditory 
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hallucinations of terrifying character; (5) The outcome of the disease is 
rather favorable, four out of the seven patients recovering; (6) In all 
except one of the patients, there were stigmata of degeneration. 

5. Discharge of Insane Criminals. —A discussion of the working of 
the Prussian laws with regard to the setting at liberty of insane criminals 
who have sufficiently improved to make it necessary to come to a decision 
as to whether it is consistent with public safety to release them. The 
author relates some cases showing where a conflict of opinion between 
the asylum physicians and the police generally occurs, and ends with some 
remarks upon special asylums for insane criminals. 

C. L. Allen (Los Angeles). 

Psychiatrische-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(August 11, 1906.) 

1. Psychopathic Tendencies among Physicians to the Insane. Lomer. 

2. An International Course in Legal Psychology and Psychiatry. Sommer. 

1. Psychopathic Tendencies of Alienists. —Attention is called to the 
danger run by physicians in asylums because of their abnormal environ¬ 
ment. While many only suffer from a neurasthenia, examples of much 
more serious moment are noted and “ Anstaltsdemenz ” seems to be char¬ 
acteristic. The author advises more rest by taking longer vacations. 

2. Legal Psychiatry. —Professor Sommer announces a course in legal 
psychology and psychiatry at Giessen. It will include among other things 
a study of the forms of criminality, determinism and punishment, the 
psychology of evidence, heredity and environment, etc. 

(August 18, 1906.) 

1. Contribution to the Symptomatology of Petit Mai. Bresler. 

1. Petit Mai. —The author shows by a series of experiments in a case 
that although mental processes started before an attack they are completed 
after the attack is over. The effect of the attack is shown in some way, 
i. e., in beginning all over again. The attacks exercise at least a simple, 
mechanical, though not necessarily completely interrupting effect on 
perception. 

(August 25, September 1, 1906.) 

1. The Psychology of the Strange. Ernst Jemtsch. 

I. Psychology of the Strange. —The author starts with the thesis that 
a defect of orientation is associated with the impression of strangeness 
and develops it along the lines of the formula “ old—known—trustworthy,” 
“ new'—strange—untrustworthy.” He illustrates this by the painful feel¬ 
ing of apprehension and strangeness produced by wax figures when they 
are life size and especially when they perform certain movements me¬ 
chanically, while a doll that is perfectly familiar may be made to open 
and close its eyes without exciting any such feelings. This general idea 
is carried out by many illustrations, especially in the realm of art where 
the strange is often used to produce the emotions of horror and the 
like. Man is always reaching out for the intellectual government of the 
outer world. . Intellectual certainty assures psychical refuge from the 
conflicts of the world. 

(September 8, 1906.) 

1. Weakness of Judgment. Dr. H. Schafer. 

2. Care of the Insane and Insane Asylums of Italy. (Concluded.) 



